
REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
 

CITY OF PORT NECHES 
 

4:00 P.M.                                                                                         April 9, 2015 
 
MEETING 
 

The regular meeting was called to order at 4:00 p.m. by Mayor Johnson at Port Neches City Hall, 
1005 Merriman Street, Port Neches, Texas with the following members in attendance to wit: 
 
Glenn Johnson, Mayor  
Robert Arnold, Mayor Pro Tem 
Adam Anders, Councilmember 
John Davenport, Councilmember 
Julie Gauthier, Councilmember  
 
 
Also present: 
Andre’ Wimer, City Manager 
Jamie Mendoza, City Secretary 
Phillip Brent, City Attorney 
 
Absent: 
Chris McMahon, Councilmember 
 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND INVOCATION 
 

Mayor Johnson led the Pledge of Allegiance and Councilmember Davenport gave the invocation. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Arnold to approve the minutes of the regular meeting 
held March 26, 2015, seconded by Councilmember Anders.  MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS 
VOTE.    

 
PROCLAMATIONS 
 

The Mayor presented a Sexual Assault Awareness Month proclamation to Darla Daigle, with 
Rape and Suicide Crisis Center.   
 
The Mayor presented a proclamation to Misty Craver, with Jefferson County Victims’ Assistance 
Center, that proclaimed April 19-25, 2015 as Crime Victims’ Rights week. 
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AGENDA ITEM 7 - DISCUSSION REGARDING POTENTIAL PROJECTS FOR THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION’S TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES PROGRAM 

 
The City Manager informed the City Council that the Texas Department of Transportation 
(TxDOT) recently released information regarding the Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP).  
The City Manager stated that through TAP, grant funds are made available for various types of 
pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure.  The City Manager stated that the program allows for 80% 
TxDOT funding with a 20% City match on construction costs; engineering fees are also the 
responsibility of the City.  He noted that applications are due May 4, 2015.  
 
The City Manager informed the City Council that this agenda item allows for discussion 
regarding the TAP in general, in addition to potential projects.  He stated that in considering this 
opportunity, staff has suggested that consideration be given to the construction of a sidewalk 
beginning at the intersection of Merriman Street and Grigsby Avenue, extending along 
Merriman Street to the boat ramp parking lot, and then running along Lee Street to Block Street.  
The City Manager informed the City Council that the estimated project costs have increased 
since the last discussion held.  He noted that staff received the new figures today and will need 
to review them further, however, the estimated cost for the project is now $620,000; the City’s 
cost would be approximately $170,000.   
 
Mayor Pro Tem Arnold asked what kind of sidewalks will be placed in this area.  The City 
Manager stated that staff has recommended the width be approximately five feet (5’) to six feet 
(6’); as opposed to the standard four feet (4’) width.    
 
The City Manager informed the City Council that if the City Council wishes to proceed with this 
project, the next agenda will include an item to approve the submission of application.  The City 
Manager stated that the City will not be able to reduce the scope of work once it has been 
submitted to TxDOT.  Taylor Shelton informed the City Council that grant funding is very 
competitive.  He also stated that he believes it would be approximately two (2) years before the 
project was completed. 
 
The City Council expressed an interest in continuing to move forward with applying for the grant 
for the construction of a sidewalk.   
 
NO ACTION TAKEN. 

 
AGENDA ITEM 8 - APPROVAL OF AN INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN JEFFERSON COUNTY AND 
THE CITY OF PORT NECHES FOR STREET REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE 

 
The City Council was provided with a proposed Interlocal Agreement between Jefferson County 
and the City for street repairs and maintenance.  The City Manager informed the City Council 
that this document pertains to the street repair and rehabilitation work scheduled for 2015 
which will require the assistance of Jefferson County.  The City Manager noted that the City 
Council previously approved the list of street projects at the February 5, 2015 meeting.   
 
Councilmember Anders made a motion to approve the Interlocal Agreement with Jefferson 
County for street repair and rehabilitation work, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Arnold.  MOTION 
PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE.    
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AGENDA ITEM 9 - APPOINTMENTS TO THE CONSTRUCTION BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS AND APPEALS 
 
The City Manager informed the City Council that the terms of the following Construction Board 
of Adjustments and Appeals members will expire on May 7, 2015: Alan Guilbeaux and Royce 
Robbins; he stated that additionally, the terms of alternates Chandon Hartje and Wayman 
Williams will also expire on this date.  The City Manager stated that staff has contacted all 
individuals  and they have all indicated a willingness to remain on the Board.  The City Manager 
noted that the terms for the members are three (3) years and alternate members serve one (1) 
year terms.  The City Manager informed the City Council that as of this date, no Board and 
Commission Application forms have been received for this position.   
 
Councilmember Gauthier made a motion to appoint Alan Guilbeaux and Royce Robbins to three 
(3) year terms expiring May 7, 2018, and Wayman Williams and Chandon Hartje to a one (1) 
year term expiring May 7, 2016, seconded by Councilmember Davenport.  MOTION PASSED BY 
UNANIMOUS VOTE.    
 

AGENDA ITEM 10 - APPROVAL OF THE AWARD OF BID FOR THE SALE OF MERRIMAN STREET AND 
RIDGEWOOD DRIVE PROPERTY 

 
The City Manager stated that the City previously retained Ace Real Estate to facilitate the sale of 
a City owned tract at the intersection of Merriman Street and Ridgewood Drive.  The City 
Manager informed the City Council that one (1) bid has been received from Johnny Orta in the 
amount of $60,000.  The City Manager stated that this amount is a little under the last appraisal 
value that the City has on the property.  He stated that Ace Real Estate believes that this is a fair 
bid on the property.  The City Manager informed the City Council that staff is recommending the 
City Council to accept the bid for the sale of the property.   
 
Councilmember Gauthier asked if Mr. Orta has stated what his intentions where for the 
property.  Ms. Symmonds informed the City Council that Mr. Orta has mentioned plans of 
subdividing the property into four (4) lots or constructing a building that would contain 
approximately four (4) offices and then lease the spaces.  
 
Councilmember Davenport made a motion to approve the award of bid for the sale of Merriman 
Street and Ridgewood Drive property in the amount of $60,000, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem 
Arnold.  MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE.    
 

AGENDA ITEM 11 - APPROVAL OF ORDINANCE NO. 2015-04, AMENDING THE ANIMAL ORDINANCE 
 

The City Council was provided with proposed Ordinance No. 2015-04.  The City Manager 
informed the City Council that this document amends Section 14-87 of the Code of Ordinances 
which pertains to dog kennels.  He noted that this section includes the following language: 
 

“No public kennel may be kept, maintained, use, operated or occupied without 
a special permitted obtained from the City Council and no such permit shall be 
granted for a period longer than 12 months.” 

 
The City Manager informed the City Council that staff is unsure as to the rationale or intent of 
this wording and cannot locate any instance in which such a permit has been granted by the City 
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Council.  He stated that staff is unaware as to what conditions would be associated with a 
“special permit” as there is no guidance as to what is attempting to be controlled and therefore 
this portion of the existing ordinance appears to be unnecessary and unused.   The City Manager 
stated that the language to remain in the ordinance is noted in Section 1 of the proposed 
Ordinance which states that kennels cannot be placed upon vacant property. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Arnold made a motion to approve Ordinance No. 2015-04, amending the Animal 
Ordinance seconded by Councilmember Anders.  MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE.    

 
AGENDA ITEM 12 AND 13 – EXECUTIVE SESSION AND RECONVENE. 
 
 The City Manager requested this item on the agenda be postponed at this time. 
 

Councilmember Gauthier made a motion to postpone this item, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem 
Arnold.  MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 
 

AGENDA ITEM 14 – ADJOURN. 
 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 4:35 p.m. 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Glenn Johnson, Mayor  
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_________________________________ 
Jamie Mendoza, City Secretary  


